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Staim f}f me Ckums 

Chant. 3-t( <jnd 8-21 asc pending sn the present application CU«ms L ? -.^j«c 7 hint, re.^n 
canceiled \Niihout prejudice or disciaiaier of ihe subject matter contained therein 

Ciaims 5-20 have been objected to by tlie Examiner as being ixi jmpro|3e • t«rm because a 
multiple dependent claim c^mjot depeild feom ar^y other nMtiple dependent claim. Accordingly, 
claims 5-20 have been aiTiended to addi'ess tMs objection to the clainis, These amendments are 
non-narrowing claim amendments. In view of the amendments to claims 5-20; reconsideration 
and withdrawal of the objection of the claims are respectfuUy requested, 

Remtion ofaaum 1,2 and 4 Under 3S tS.C. }02(bi/m(a) Over WO 00/71: 44 

Claims 1, 2 and 4 haw been rejected by the Examiner under 35 O.S.O. 102(b) and/or 

vM^ T-^^s^ 1 < . cc \ci on \h-y rejection ss re«^p^v.c^tu^l^ "ravcri.eJ Rcc> .s.dv'ano.i and 

withdrawal thefeof are respeetfully requested. 

The lejection of claims I and 2 is moot m \\&,s of tlie cancellation oft lese claims Ihc 
reiection oi ciaim ^ is mooi since it is dependent as axnended, on claim. 3. 

Av-t^iTviV" 'i-^'' the Cdiiccllauon of clann^ ^ v.">J J" a? c s ^ . U 
•me.idn eni:* .o i^lMn +, mo ^ejcctmn of claims 1. 2 and 4 under 3d ^ ^ ^ id o u' > > 
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35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over WO 00/71544 for the reasons set foith an page 3 of &e 
Office Action shoidd be withdrawn by the Exatniner. 

Rekcthn of Ciaims 3 and 4 Under 3$ U.S.C 103(a} Over WO B0/7IS44 In ct V O 
97/0M96 

Claims 3 aiiu 4 have been icjectcd b> the Exdii.inei uiidci ^5 U.SC 03(aj o\c^ WO 
U0/7i544 in vie^^ of WO 97^03096 for the reasons set forth on page 4 of ihe Oflce Action. This 
rejection is respectfully traversed. Reconsideration and witlidrawa! thereof are re |uested. 

The presi.nt itnention as recited in claim 3 relates to a method for manu actiumg a po^l- 
crosslinkable thernioplastic resin comprising polymerizing a |3o!ymerizabie t omposttion (A) 
conpriS^'-.g a ncrbomene monome:. a rneiatbe<v5b poi>meri7ation catalyst, a chan transfer agent, 
.wd a cros^'niAjig agcpt b> bulk puh men Action o^de- to p-odnoe p si cios^ - .ib (, 
ihe'^niuplast'c rci^n The m>.'thoG of c;ann 3 piuduces a posl-cro^shn^aDle t^cI!' op a\tK .4.i,x i r 
the poI>iYien/ing step that has not been completely cro:>sHnked despite tic presence of 
crosslinking agent. 

p-^.u ..jt n\0'\ 'on idc/jd in c"p;m H, as amended, rc'ate^ to a p( >v-ci i^^'.rkab t, 
thesKUiplast.s, ■t,l^^. prr>oaced b> Uie method accurdnig to claim "? lius roi n ?s hot \c{ 
completel) C5oss,-iinked it is post-crosslinkabic [e g, capable of being crossiinled.] 

ihe present nn ention as rt-cited in claim 16. as amended, relates ti a mevhod for 
p^oducitig an mso^ub^e crosslinked thermoplastic resm comprising crossiii kmg the post- 
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crosii.nkabk* themioplastic resm accommg to claim I i The amendments to claiii 16 are merely 

I, c p5c n:\cntiOi!. ab recited iu ciaini 21 lebles *o a aietiiod for n anuracturing an 
msoiuble pol^-mer. comprising: 

polymenzmg a polymerizable composition (A) comprising a norbomine monomer, a 
-^Ova^hoi,!^ po ymerlzat.or catah^* a chaai tiansfei agcrt, and a crosslinkinj agent b>- bulk 
polvnie'iA^Jo-i \\Unout competciv cros^lniking thv- pol>menzable compositioi (A) during ihe 
pohaKfi/irg o: pohnie:iza'?le composition (A), and tlicn 

crossiinking said post-crosslmkable thermoplastjc resm in the pi esence of LHe 
crossiiiiking agent: in polj'merfeable composMon (A) in order to form the insolub e polynier. 

Distliictkiss Between tfee Fresent I«veatloa atjd the Prior Art 

Aptfhcant agrees v,iih ,1 e Examiner that WO '544 js def cient m that does not tcath 
balk pclvnienzation of a pel} menzable con position comprisi g a crosslinking i jent claimed 

Afphcar. K-boet-t v. i> ^jubmitb that the i xamnei i^as not established a prna latie ct.se or 
oDXiousness because there is no motivation to combine the refeiet ces ir the ir annvr suggested 
by the E?caininer, 

WO \S44 is directed to a new catalyst and to methods of inaking and using the same. 
There is no motivation for adding a crosslhiking agent in order to ibrni ihe ■.oiuble polyn-ier 
taught by the WO '544 reference. Indeed, whenever insoluble polymers are Ibn icd in Wi!) '544 
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[always in th© absence of a crossliiikini agent], -& chmn tr^isfer ag«;ut Is ad(|e<l tt resolubiiixe the 

polymer, 

Mo e spv,ufiv.,uh t.t L\airmer^ tJlienion !s dn^-cted to rviwiv b i i^L \\(f 
refeience whicn teachts that the catalysis thereol are capable of ool>TOcrvmg ^ \uncX\ of ov, 
s ram cscEic olefins mcludmg cvtlooctadienc cjclooctene and scvera' ioi tiionahzed liid 
■^e'-iviiH hndvt^,>w. aes \ . v-nh extiemeK low calahst loaaings I r^Su c L\at^d 
ttn ->^.raiuicb (550 generdllj' released the jield-* ol poKmei wlvle reducj ^foi iinK^ li c 
incIu$ior> ol at.>cliC olefins which act as chaia transfer agents i_Cl A s) cOiUroll d the itmlec i\ ir 
weights, I his addition oi chain transfer agents makes the undesirable insoluble pilymsrs soluble. 
Indeed the "^44 appears to aiway;* intend to m«ke solubk poljmets sti> n te^iches a 
lechnjque to resolubihze the undesitabie msoiu&le poK niers. 

Accordmgh the addition ot CTA's. i& desirable uKp ^rsoli oie poi\ -no^^ < % obta ne*. bv 
nng-opcping monomers buch as COI m bulk In tnis regard, it a c%ar the \\ C '5*^4 intends o 
P odocc sobblc polvmers and ne\er warls eo product, msoiu&ie pol)mcrs Inde -d, the ^'O 5-4 
re*c eive e\pre sK eadics d\sav l-om lormkijj the ciajiret' nutro 1 + )r u i^'b ard 

tms he-e IS no riotivat'on lor adaing cro!>shnking agcni in a po \nxTi/atKXj sic > to bjr';^ a re^n^ 
that IS capable of being crossimked in a subsequent step, as claimed. 

In surniar\, the '^O '^44 reierent-e provides no motnauon for atldm> a crossimking 
.1,^.' i^K. t u eb ^ vvt on sokblc uol>mers and teaches solubihzii 3 the po.vmcr it 
an imdssirabie insoluble polymer is fonned. 
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Tiie WO "096 reference dibclobes ihe .ae of a cro^blmkiiig agtnt in >rder to ionn a 
1 V. I. ) \ i r to i e a cross-hnkuig agent v*Kn the pniran lUereacc Jtsirts 
ihe ionnauon oi -soiuols ps)symers. 

According y, the t,ombiratson of the teachings of the WP "544 reference , m. the WO 0"6 
uouid not suggeiit uiiLzm^ a cros'slinking ai^eat m the production of soluble jmeis There 5s> 
i. i lu-^t ^ Ml U le ^'■en.ri^ 11 the mdmier su£je-ted n ^eL u n ne. becaLse 
\\ P ^4- ti. ^ts^c^ e6 i^on 5n<. lonnation of an msolutilc pohme'' ,3rd i .he use 
of cross irKsng agents Accordmglv, Ihc rejection should be withdra\\~n 

}n view of the above amendirteut. Applicant believes the pending isppiiGation is in 
condstson tor allowance. 

S>Kud Ic- bv diw outstdndhig ni«tter^ hat need vi'* he re^oixev ir P'vsen 
aDpii,atKr ^^c r v n icr .s jcspectfulK reqticsted to cortact Mate S V»(..her Iwj^ No i„ 5s1 
a the telephone number ot the undersigned beiow. to conduct an mteiview in an efroi* o 
ex pedUe prosecution in connection with the present application. 
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If necessary . the Commissioner is hereby authorijeti in this, conciOTcnt, . nd future replies 



to ch^.g^ pa> 



^T.ad cr >-iL-d!i j:i> o\ erpayinent lo DcDosii Accoirx^ Ni.. t >e .tiv additional 



lies ictiUsred under ?"'.C\F.R L 1 6 or 1 , 14; particuiarl) , extension of ume fee . 



Dated: 



MAE i 8 200? 



i<e.spoclfu!lY subnisied. 



Marc ,S. VVeiner 
Registration No.; 32,181 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCI- & BIRCH, LLP 
81 10 Gatehouse RoM 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church. Virginia 22040-0747 
{703.) 205-8000 
Attorney for Applieant 
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